


We can solve equations using inverses. An inverse is the action that returns you to where you started.

e.g. The inverse of   +5  is  -5, and the inverse of   ×7  is   ÷7 

Example    Solve the equation x + 3 = 10

x                     + 3                        10
x                     - 3                         10

Answer   x = 7                        Check -    x + 3 = 10 


      


                    7 + 3 = 10       Correct 

Exercise   Solve the following equations:

1. x + 9 = 25    ___________________________________________________
2. y – 4 = 12    ___________________________________________________
3. w + 36 = 80 ___________________________________________________
4. z – 13 = 32  ___________________________________________________
Example  Solve the equation 3x – 5 = 16
x                     x 3                    - 5                      16

x                     ÷ 3                    +5                      16

Answer   x = 7                     Check -  3 x 7 – 5 = 16   Correct

Exercise   Solve the following equations:

1. 4x = 20  ______________________________________________________
2. 3y = 24  ______________________________________________________
3. 2x + 12 = 24  __________________________________________________
4. 4x + 3 = 23  ___________________________________________________
5. 5x - 10 = 50  ___________________________________________________
6. 7x – 6 = 29  ___________________________________________________
7. x/2 = 7  _______________________________________________________
8. w/5 = 4  ______________________________________________________
