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Before you begin, some advice from 11MMA . . .
Cyn | chi ddechrau, gair o gyngor oddi wrth TIMMA . . .

“Where did "you get your m@'ecf advice and information?”

Form teachers, subject teachers, older friends and family.

Careers Wales website and the 14+ Prospectus.

Parents and teachers. Some information from past pupils who have been through the year.
Teachers, friends and the 14+ Prospectus.

From older pupils in Year 11 and Sixth Form.

From teachers covering a broad range of subjects.

At Parents’ Evening we were told how we were doing in the subjects we might choose and
whether it would be a good idea to study them at GCSE.

"Advice you wish you had received about K Sz when you were in
Year 97"

How much effort and commitment you have to put into the subject.

The pace and volume of work.

How much coursework there is to do.

What teachers would be teaching me.

More information on subjects we’ve never studied before, like Business Studies.
More detailed advice about the subjects and what the whole two years will consist of.
To choose GCSEs that may be useful for a working environment.



”%énfi@ one fﬁinj you could have done (or will do) fo improve
your ﬂm/ey? ’

Organise work at home and make sure that | do some form of school work everyday.
Make sure my notes are neat and tidy.

Concentrate more in class and always ask questions if | don’t understand.

Revise more. Don’t leave it until the last minute.

Go over what you’ve done in school when you get home.

"What advice would "you give younger students starting KS4?7"

Make sure you start your revision early as the exams come around quicker that you expect.
Keep to deadlines, make sure you do the coursework/homework as soon as you go home.
Choose subjects you enjoy.

Be prepared for lots of coursework.

Don’t mess around in class.

Get in to a good homework routine.

If you have a career choice in mind make sure you research what options will give you the
best chance in that field.

Don’t be pressured into choosing a subject by friends or teachers, choose it because it'll
help you, or you enjoy it.

Don’t choose a subject just because you like the teacher.

"“What factors did you take into account when cﬁoaﬂnﬂ your
options?”

How much coursework was involved.

What | thought | would enjoy.

| chose what | thought would be quite interesting to do.

What I liked and what | needed for the career | want.

The grade | was expected to get.

What | enjoyed, what | was good at, what would be a useful GCSE to have.
My A level choices and future career.

”Flny other views of KS4 at Baj'm@ "

It's challenging!
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OPTION CHOICES

Choosing your LEARNING PATHWAY
Dewls eich LLWYBR DPYSGU

During the first three years at Bassaleg all pupils follow a common curriculum, a set Learning
Pathway. On entering year 10 there are significant changes. Pupils can now begin to shape
their Learning Pathway by making choices. You may choose to:

e continue to study some subjects
e end your study in some subjects
o start studying completely new subjects

For the first time YOU will have some choice in your school subjects.

A Learnmg Pathway should include:
Core National Curriculum subjects — English, Maths and Science
e Statutory lessons in Welsh, Religious Studies, Physical Education and PSCE
e A broad and balanced range of subjects e.g. a humanities subject, a language,
a creative/vocational subject and Welsh Baccalaureate.
e Subjects which will suit and extend your abilities
e Subijects you require for your future career.

Types of Learning Experience

Your Learning Pathway should recognise all learning experiences not just formal learning
experiences. There are also learning experiences which are non-formal and informal. Many
valuable key skills are gained from these experiences and these aspects of your Learning
Pathway should be recognised and recorded regularly in your Progress File.

FORMAL NON-FORMAL

Organised learning opportunities Organised programmes that may
leading to approved qualifications. lead to accreditation but typically
(GCSE, Entry Level, BTEC, City & outside the National Qualifications
Guilds, ASDAN, Welsh Framework (NQF). (Duke of
Baccalaureate, Key Skills) Edinburgh, Work Related

Experience, Enterprise Activities)

INFORMAL

Wider experiences normally without
formal recognition. Extra curricular
activities (hobbies, sporting
activities, membership of clubs or
societies, part-time employment)




Why do we have to make a choice of a Learning Pathway?

A Matter of Time

As you study a subject year by year, your knowledge of it and the time for pursuing it grows.
There is not time, on the timetable, for everybody to do everything.

A Matter of Ability

Your strengths will be in certain areas. It is reasonable you should develop these abilities.

Personal Preference

As you grow older, personal likes and dislikes become more pronounced.




YOUR LEARNING PATHWAYS

CORE SUBJECTS
(Compulsory)

English
Mathematics
Science — See Table on page 11

STATUTORY

SUBJECTS
(Compulsory)

Religious Studies and Welsh Short Course GCSE

e You will study a half GCSE course in Religious Studies and
Welsh

e If you opt to study a full course in these subjects you will
study an alternative course in either ICT Level 2 Key Skills,
Level 2 Higher Project or GCSE Support

and

Physical Education
PSCE

OPTION
SUBJECTS

For a broad, balanced
and relevant
Learning
Pathway, a variety of
subjects should be
chosen. All pupils are
advised to opt for a
vocational choice.

Applied Art & Design

Art & Design — (Textiles, Graphics, General),
ASDAN Certificate of Personal Effectiveness Level 2
BTEC Extended Certificate in Engineering
BTEC Extended Certificate for ICT Practitioners
BTEC Extended Certificate in Retail

BTEC Extended Certificate in Sport

Business Studies

Catering

Child Development

D&T — (Food, Computer Aided Design, Resistant Materials,
Systems & Control, Textiles)

Drama

French

Geography

Applied Health and Social Care

History

Humanities

ICT

Music

Physical Education

Religious Studies

Sociology

Spanish

Welsh

Welsh Baccalaureate

GCSE Support

The curriculum is designed to give students the opportunity
to study up to 11 GCSEs. This is not appropriate for
everyone. Some students will benefit from opting for GCSE
Support. This is a non examination course designed to
support the work covered in other examination subjects.

10




SCIENCE LEARNING PATHWAY

All students study a Science.

There are a variety of pathways on offer at KS4.

GCSE Science
(year 10) followed
by 6CSE Additional
Science (year 11)

2 GCSE route

GCSE Science (year 10) followed by GCSE Additional
Science (year 11) will result in you obtaining two GCSE
grades. This option is suitable preparation for the study of
any Science at A level as long as the GCSE grades are ‘B’
or above.

Time allocation 10 hours per fortnight.

BTEC Extended
Certificate in
Science

When all the units have been completed you will be
awarded an overall BTEC Extended Certificate Pass, Merit
or Distinction (equivalent to two GCSE grades A*-C).

Time allocation 10 hours per fortnight.

GCSE Separate
Science (Biology,
Chemistry, Physics)

3 GCSE route

GCSE Separate Sciences (Biology + Chemistry + Physics)
will result in you gaining three GCSE grades. The option
should be chosen if Science is a major interest and/or a
career necessity.

Time allocation 10 hours per fortnight.

Science Single
Award GCSE
Foundation (6 - C)
or Entry Level

In addition to the above double or triple science courses
there are two courses available for students where 10
hours of science a fortnight would not be appropriate.

Science single award GCSE Foundation (G — C) plus
ASDAN Certification of Personal Effectiveness
Level1/Level2.

or

Science single award Entry Level (L1-3) plus ASDAN
Certificate of Personal Effectiveness Level 1.

Time allocation 5 hours Science and 5 hours ASDAN.

Your Science teacher will recommend the appropriate Science Learning Pathway for you.

11




WELSH BACCALAUREATE

At Bassaleg this year, the Welsh Baccalaureate qualification is being offered at Key Stage 4 as
a new learning pathway. This new and innovative qualification is inspired by the needs of
employers — students are recognised for pursuing a wide range of academic and extra curricular
or core activities.

Students opting to follow the Welsh Baccalaureate at Intermediate level will be able to follow the
qualification at Advanced level post 16.

INTERMEDIATE WELSH BACCALAUREATE
To gain the Intermediate Award, students complete a core intermediate curriculum alongside at
least 4 GCSEs at grades A*-C or equivalent.

FOUNDATION WELSH BACCALAUREATE
To gain the Foundation Award, students complete a core foundation curriculum alongside at
least 4 GCSEs at grades D-G or equivalent.

Students are encouraged to consider this option as it complements and builds upon other
aspects of their education. Please see subject specific details on page 63.

The core of the Welsh Baccalaureate is equivalent to 3 GCSEs, however, the development of
key skills, self-confidence and self-esteem are paramount in the progress of every student who
participates in this course.

WBQe*CBC

WELSH BACCALAUREATE QUALIFICATION
CYMHWYSTER BAGLORIAETH CYMRU

12



WHICH EXAMINATION WILL | SIT?

City & Guilds

Level 1 Equivalent to GCSE grades D — G
Level 2 Equivalent to GCSE grades A* - C

BTEC
Extended
Certificate

Distinction equivalent to 2
GCSE grades A* - A

Merit equivalent to 2 GCSE ﬁl

grades A* - B

Pass equivalent to 2 GCSE
gradesB-C

Examinations

Entry Level
Certificate (ELC)

This is an examination
designed for pupils whose
needs in some subjects
are not met by GCSE.
Successful candidates will
be awarded a grade Level
3, 2 or 1, of which Level 3
is the highest.

Welsh
Baccalaureate
Intermediate

Level
This will be taken along
with other GCSE
courses and is
equivalent to 3 GCSEs
at grade C and above.

GCSE
(General Certificate of

Secondary Education)
Successful candidates will be
awarded a grade, on a single
scale: A*, AAB,CD,E, F, G.

Candidates who do not reach the

standard required for a grade G

will not be given a grade

ASDAN
(Award Scheme
Development and
Accreditation Network)

Certificate

These are 100% portfolio courses.
Successful candidates will be
awarded either:

Level 1 — GCSE grade E or
Level 2 — GCSE grade B




MAKING A CHOICE 2

All subjects chosen must be taken for two years.

At this point, it must be emphasised that, while every attempt will be made to meet requests to
study particular subjects, consideration must be given to:

(i) a pupil’s ability to pursue the subject successfully
and
(i) the demand on specialist resources

Below are some of the reasons pupils use for making their choices. Some are correct reasons,
some are incorrect.

Make YOUR selection for the right reasons.

HOW SHOULD | CHOOSE?

The subject will be useful ) | like the teacher
for a number of careers
J
\ Reasons for , _ _
choosing a It's a pra?tlcal subject
My teacher has told particular subject so | won't have to do
me | am capable of much homework
getting a pass
My friend is going
to be taking the subject
I’m good at the )
subject and like it
J

14



SUPPORT FOR LEARNERS

Explanation, guidance and help in making choices will be available from teachers, Subject
Leaders, and form tutors in the first instance, as well as Mrs Lewis, Mr Lloyd and Mrs Beard.

Information concerning the connection between certain subjects and various careers will be
provided by Mrs H Roy (Careers Co-ordinator) or the Career Advisors from Careers Wales who
come to the school. In addition, all pupils can access the Careers Website
http://www.careerswales.com.

SHOULD I DISCUSS MY CHOICES WITH ANYONE ELSE?

Yes — you should always discuss your intentions with your parents — they will want to help you
make your decisions. It may also be useful to talk to pupils in the present year 10 who have
started the course you are interested in.

HOW DO I FIND OUT?

(@)  What is involved in the study of a particular subject?
(b)  How I will be assessed over the two years?

Information regarding the content of a subject’s syllabus is briefly outlined, as is the method of
assessment, under the subject entry which appears later in this booklet. Full information may,
of course, be obtained from any of the sources shown below.

Form Tutor
. Subject Leader
Subject
Teachers
Learning Coach
Mrs M Beard
_ FROM WHOM DO |
Careers Co-ordinator SEEK HELP?
Mrs H Roy
Head of Year
Mr R Lloyd
Assistant Headteacher Your Parents /
Mrs E Lewis Guardians

15






SOME ADVICE FOR PUPILS ENTERING YEAR 10

The next two years are vitally important, as the classwork and coursework provide an essential
foundation in knowledge and skills which you will have to employ successfully in the public
examinations, in order to achieve a grade which reflects your ability.

It is crucial that you remember:

regular attendance is a basic requirement for all courses

undertaking homework regularly and conscientiously will improve your chances of success
to maintain a daily student planner

to complete coursework thoroughly and meet deadlines on time

to take an active role in your assessment/grades and devise methods with your teachers to
improve the quality of your coursework

time goes very quickly during the next two years — success is planned, so plan carefully

to seek advice from subject teacher/form teacher if you have any problems

to develop your non formal and informal learning experiences

it is vital that you do your best in year 9 as this will affect your placement in subject

groups in year 10.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS - Key Stage 4

YEAR 10

December - Interim Reports

February - Year 10 Parents’ Evening
May/June - Year 10 GCSE Examinations
July - Full subject reports

YEAR 11

October - Year 11 Parents’ Evening
December - Year 11 Mock Examinations
January - Year 11 Reports

February - Pre Sixth Form Evening
May/June - GCSE Examinations

July - Interviews for Sixth Form
August - GCSE Results

17
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Art and Design

Curriculum Leader: Mr J Lawton
Examination Board: WJEC

Overview of course content

This subject may be taken in a separate specialist area or as general Art and Design.

In Bassaleg, we offer the specialist areas of Graphic Design, Textiles and 3D Design, with
Textiles and 3D Design taught as expressive arts. Your certificate will state Art and Design:
Graphic Communication, Art and Design: Textile Design, or simply Art and Design,
depending on your choice.

e Graphic Design includes lllustration (drawing and painting based on a story, poem,
lyrics or other textual starting point), Photography, Typography and Computer
Graphics.

e Textiles includes printed and constructed fabrics, embroidery, appliqué, batik, silk
painting and theatrical costume design.

e 3D Design includes ceramics and sculptural outcomes in a variety of media.

e Art and Design includes drawing, painting and potentially any aspect of art and
design.

It is quite possible that some students taking the Textiles specialism, and all taking 3D, will
eventually be entered for the general Art and Design qualification: the specialist area in this
case provides an opportunity to develop a more varied portfolio. Most Graphics students
continue to take the subject as a specialism, however all students taking this subject will be
expected to enjoy and practise the core skills of drawing and painting and some skill in
drawing is essential. The use of ICT is firmly rooted in the Department and all students will
be given the opportunity to enhance their work with digital image manipulation.

Summary of assessment
The scheme of assessment will consist of the following two elements:

Assessment 1: candidate portfolio (60%)

Internally set and developed from personal and/or given starting points. The candidate
portfolio must:

* be selected and presented by the candidate from work undertaken within the course.
« provide evidence of how the candidate has met each of the assessment objectives.

Assessment 2: externally set task to elicit a personal response (40%)

The externally set task or starting point should:

* enable learners to provide evidence of how they have met each of the assessment
objectives.

* provide a sustained period of focused study of no longer than 10 hours.

* be presented to the learners no earlier than the start of January in the year of the
examination.

Learning Pathways post 16

Students could follow an ‘A’ level course here in Bassaleg or a vocational or ‘A’ level course
offered by a provider of their choice. A Foundation Course at Art College is the usual pre-
degree route and then a degree in one of the many specialised degree courses. The UK has
an excellent reputation internationally for the quality of Art and Design education and the
creative industries as a whole account for 8% of our Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

19



Applied Art and Design

Curriculum Leader: Mr J Lawton
Examination Board: WJEC

Overview of course content

This course is designed to provide an introduction to a broad vocational area and enable students to
have a greater understanding of the role that Artists, Designers and Makers play. The subject is
based on the student experiencing a broad and balanced curriculum in all areas of art, craft and
design that includes;

e an extensive range of creative activities with experimentation and development of techniques,
tools and materials

e an introduction to contemporary artists, craftspeople and designers and first-hand contact with
art and design material and examples and its application in real-life situations on sites and
specific venues, as well as historical and cultural sources and contacts

o different learning approaches such as individual, group and whole class approaches

e the coherence of building upon previous work and achievements

e working in both two and three dimensions: Drawing, Painting, Sculpture, Ceramics and ICT
are just some of the areas that will be developed, where appropriate, on a variety of scales

¢ varying methods of analysis, interpretation and presentation of ideas

e encouraging students to explore, experiment, express and evaluate in response to a sensory
awareness of the world around them.

Summary of assessment

It is vocationally-related and is equivalent in size to two conventional GCSEs. Units will be submitted
as sketchbooks, folders of work and/or mounted exhibitions.

Assessments 1 & 2: Internally assessed Candidate Portfolio (60%)
Unit 1: 2D & 3D Visual Language

Unit 2: Materials, Techniques and Technology
Internally set and developed from personal and / or given starting points or themes. The candidate
portfolio must:

o Be selected and presented by the candidate from work undertaken within the course.

e Provide evidence of how the candidate has met each assessment objective.

Assessment 3: externally set task to elicit a personal response (40%)

Unit 3: Working to a project brief
The externally set task or starting point should:
e Enable learners to provide evidence of how they have met each of the assessment
objectives.
e Provide a sustained period of focused study no longer than 10 hours.
e Be presented to the learners no earlier than the start of January in the year of the
examination.

Learning Pathways post 16

Students could follow an ‘A’ level course at Bassaleg or a vocational or ‘A’ level course offered by a
provider of their choice. A Foundation Course at Art College is the usual pre-degree route and then a
degree in one of many specialised courses. The UK has an excellent reputation internationally for
the quality of Art and Design education and the creative industries as a whole account for 8% of our
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

20



ASDAN - Certificate of Personal
Effectiveness

Teacher in Charge Mr L Williams
Examination Board Award Scheme Development Accreditation Network (ASDAN)

Overview of course content

ASDAN Certificate of Personal Effectiveness is a course which enables pupils to develop
and gain accreditation for Key skills. Over the two years pupils develop their skills of

Working with others

Problem Solving \0
Improving their own learning ;
Presentation skills {
Research skills

Discussion skills

Pupils develop these skills by completing a wide range of challenges. These include
vocational activities such as tiling and simple electrical work, sport and leisure, independent
living, international links, the world of work, first aid and beliefs and values.

The course would benefit all pupils however it is particularly suitable for pupils looking for a
practical approach that offers a wide variety of learning activities.

Pupils studying this course have found skills developed in this lesson assist them in other
areas of their study.

Summary of assessment

Assessment is based on 100% portfolio work. Pupils collect evidence in their file and award
book that shows they have successfully completed the required amount of challenges and
key skills.

The course is offered at two levels

1. In option A — This is a level 1 course - GCSE E. Pupils will complete 5 hours of
Science and 5 hours of ASDAN CoPE/Bronze award.

2. In option C — This is a level 2 course - GCSE B.

Learning Pathways post 16

On completion of the course pupils will have developed skills that are highly valued by
employers and further education institutions.

Pupils wishing to continue with this award can progress onto the Level 3 award that is
available as part of our post 16 learning pathways.

21



Business Studies

\»_‘

Teachers in Charge Mrs S Jeffreys & Mrs H Greenway
Examination Board WJEC

Overview of course content

Career prospects for the 21% Century demand transferable skills and an insight into the world of
business. The Business Studies course is designed to deepen and challenge students’
understanding of the way in which business operate in a dynamic, changing and competitive
environment. This understanding is rooted in current business theory and practice and reflects the
integrated nature of business.

Based on knowledge gained and given data students are expected to advise businesses, explain the
consequences or impact of their advice from the points of view of different stakeholders (customers,
businesses, community, competition etc).

Are Teseo taking over the supermarieet industry? WILL BAA be forced to sell some of its alrports? What
style of management do Gordon Brown and Alex Ferguson have? The Olymples are coming, what does
this mean for British business? How did the Artic Monkeys beconme successful without the support of
the musie industry? what is a vecession? WIll Kraft take over Cadburyy?

The areas of study are:

The Business Framework

Entrepreneurs like James Dyson and Alan Sugar set up businesses with a wide range of aims and
objectives. You will learn about these and who owns and controls businesses. You will find out
about social enterprises and fair trade.

Businesses and their Customers

What makes us buy a certain breakfast cereal? Have you heard of ‘Hearsay’ or Marathon bars? You
will learn the importance of market research, present and use research findings in written, numerical
and graphical form and recognise the importance of the customer in making a successful business.
Producing Goods and Services

To be successful, businesses must operate efficiently and provide quality products in well chosen
locations. You will be able to advise businesses how waste can be minimised, use break even
analysis and identify suitable locations. Is Subway in the best location?

Human Resource Planning

You will find out how businesses recruit, train and motivate their staff and decide what makes a good
leader.

The External Environment

A business does not operate in a vacuum so we will study how the Government, being part of the
EU, social factors, economic conditions and legislation affect businesses.

Business Finance and Control

You will prepare profit and loss accounts, balance sheets and cash flow forecasts. You will be able
to advise a business on their source of finance options.

Summary of assessment
You will be assessed by an end of course examination of two hours (75% of final mark) and a
controlled assessment (25% of the final mark).

Learning Pathways post 16

This course provides a good introduction to A level Business, Law and Accountancy.
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Catering

Teacher in Charge Mrs G Thomas
Examination Board WJEC

Overview of course content

This vocational WJEC GCSE course has been designed to give pupils an introduction to the
catering industry. It concentrates on the main areas of food production and food service for
institutions and hospitality outlets such as restaurants, hospitals, canteens etc. lItis a varied
and interesting course for pupils who enjoy cooking or who may wish to pursue a career in
catering.

Much of the work is of a practical nature and pupils make individual dishes, batch production
items and occasionally, as a group exercise, cater for school functions. There is also a large
element of supportive theory work.

During year 11, pupils will plan and prepare for two controlled practical assessment tasks,
chosen by the WJEC, which involve cooking items with a specific theme and a two course
formal meal, suitably presented and served.

Summary of assessment

The examination will consist of:
a 1 % hr theory
paper at the
end of the
course (40%)

two controlled
practical

assessment

tasks (60%)

Learning Pathways post 16

More people are employed in Catering and other food related areas in Britain today than in
any other type of industry, so job prospects are encouraging. The syllabus provides a basis
for further study at 16+ on vocational courses such as Leisure and Tourism, or Hospitality
and Catering, or Manufacturing.

23



Child Development

@

/

Teacher in Charge Mrs M Hurn
Examination Board WJEC

Overview of course content

It is often stated that children are our future; this is what makes studying early childhood (0 —
5 years) such a fascinating, challenging and important area of study. This diverse course
provides pupils with the opportunity to study the value of the family and relationships. Wider
aspects such as pregnancy, birth and parenthood are also covered.

A major element of the course is the Controlled Assessments, which include a child study
where each student carries out an observation of a child of their choice and a child focused
task which includes designing and making an item suitable for a child using textiles, food or
resistant materials.

Summary of assessment

Unit 1 Written Paper
40%

e

One theory paper of 1 hour and 30 minutes in length.
This tests the core content of the course.

Unit 2 Child Study
Controlled Assessment

30% |

One task to be selected from a bank of three set by the WJEC exam board.
A report is written to include investigation and production focusing on a child’s development.

Unit 3 Child Focused Task
Controlled Assessment

30% |

One task to be selected from a bank of two set by the WJEC exam board.
To include researching, planning, making and evaluating.
An A3 research portfolio is completed to support the practical design work.

Learning Pathways post 16

This course leads to further study at 16+ in a number of areas, including Health & Social
Care A level, which is a popular course offered at Bassaleg school. It also leads on to a
number of degree courses for example, BSc in Early Childhood Studies at Swansea
University.

Students interested in careers with children, such as teaching, social work or nursing would
find this course particularly rewarding and valuable.

24



Design & Technology

Subject Leader Miss A Henry
Examination Board WJEC

Overview of Course Content

GCSE Design & Technology leads naturally on from the type of design work you have already
experienced in years 7, 8 and 9 allowing pupils to specialise in the area that they enjoy the most by
choosing GCSE D & T from the following focus areas. It is possible to optforuptotwo D & T
subjects.

D & T Resistant Materials

D & T Systems & Control

D & T Food Technology

D & T Textiles

The research, creative development and practical work you carry out during the course will provide
you with a range of skills which will support your work in other curriculum areas and provide an
excellent foundation for work beyond GCSE.

Students will also benefit from the new departmental computer aided design and manufacturing
facility and computer suite which offers opportunities for them to enhance their work in all of the focus

e ~

Summary of assessment
This involves a range of designing and making project
tasks in year 10, leading to a single controlled

assessment task in year 11.

The project will take up some of the first year and
most of the second year.
The exam tests knowledge and understanding in the
chosen focus area.

Learning Pathways Post 16

Your Design & Technology qualification will assist your entry into Further and Higher Education and
prepare you for a future career in areas such as Industrial Design, Manufacturing, Engineering,
Electronics, Architecture, Graphic Art, the Fashion Industry, Catering, Food Technology, Television,
Film and Theatre Set Design to name but a few.
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D&T Resistant Materials (RMT)

Subject Leader Miss A Henry

Examination Board WJEC

Overview of course content

GCSE Resistant Materials provides pupils with the opportunity to identify and solve real
problems by designing and making products using wood, metal or plastics. D&T RMT
develops interdisciplinary skills and their capacity for imaginative, creative thinking, creativity
and independence.

The course builds upon the knowledge gained at Key stage 3 and allows pupils the
independence to develop their project work to meet their own interests.

We are fortunate in having very good computer aided design (CAD) and manufacturing
(CAM) facilities in Bassaleg and RMT pupils use these extensively at GCSE.

Summary of assessment

Controlled Assessment Task 60%
During year 10, pupils will undertake a range of designing and making project tasks that will
develop their knowledge and understanding in wood, metal, plastics and CAD CAM.

At the beginning of year 11 pupils will select their own project brief for the 30 hour controlled
assessment task, which will involve the designing and making of the product. This task is
externally assessed by the WJEC and is worth 60% of the final grade.

Pupils are free to work with a wide range of materials and use the knowledge and
experience gained throughout the course.

Written Examination 40%
Pupils undertake one 2 hour examination that tests their knowledge and understanding of
design and technology resistant materials.

Learning Pathways post 16

D&T Resistant Materials offers direct access to A Level Design & Technology and will assist
your entry into a wide range of further and higher education courses. Career opportunities
are broad but include engineering, design, manufacturing, architecture and modern
apprenticeships.
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