ROMANS TV —
www.newportsouthwales.net/romanstv

~Essential Background for Teachers ~

This TV programme is deliberately and delicioushgiothe top. Itis
presented purely from a Roman point of view arektto show everything
about the Romans in the best light possible. dnis-sided, biased and
smug.

As far as ouRomans T\presenters are concerned, the Roman invasion has
brought nothing but massive benefits for the navons — new roads,

towns, homes, food, fashion and entertainmentsatoe but a few. What's
more, the victorious Roman army is still waging warits neighbours,
bringing new lands and new peoples under its addhere are opportunities
aplenty for ambitious young men from Britain tonaip and share in the

glory.

Romans TWridicules British customs, buildings and clothasd takes no
account of the legitimate grievances which thedBistmight have, like the
loss of their freedom, the stealing of their trilzadds or the taxes they now
have to pay to their new Roman masters. Whattiv@g@eople do nowant
to live in Roman towns or villas? Or serve in B@man army? Or eat
Roman food and wear Roman clothes? Tougbmans T\doesn't have
time for such trivial complaints — the Romans ageshto stay, and Britons
who know what's good for them will get on with magithe most of the
opportunities Roman rule will bring.

So we have creatd®lomans T\as a stimulus for children’s research and
classroom debate & discussion:

(NB although thdRomans TVspin' is extremely biased, the information
conveyed in the programme is factually accurate):

* Can children find out more for themselves alibetaspects of life
covered in the show — fashion, sport, homes, fowbthe Roman army?
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- Do their own researches tally with tRemans T\perspective?

- can further research enlarge upon the glimptkaiven by the
programme — e.g the lives of gladiators, Romamtspée harpastum,
Roman cookery and kitchens?

*if Romans T\s used with upper juniors, teachers could focasenon the
programme as a piece of historical interpretation:

- do children thinkRomans T\s agoodpiece of interpretation?
(is it accurate? Fair? Balanced? Engaging?udhbprovoking?)
- can they recognise and describe the inherea®bia

- can they explain why the bias might be there?

- could they produce a more balanced script f@er@nmore of the
features?

* in the Thinking Points document accompanying threges, we have
highlighted some of the issues which we think aftise the show
and, where appropriate, suggested follow-up worlptgils.
Teachers and children will doubtless think of mamyre of their own.
Needless to say, teachers will decide for themsdhesv much
debate, discussion or follow up work they wishno@irage as a
result of this resource, and how much time theynwasdevote to it.

We recommend that you show thil videoto your pupils before seeing and
discussing the different extracts from the programm

Newport City Council
&
The National Roman Legion Museum, Caerleon



